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Former tech exec pivots to lead 
Hawaii Restaurant Association amid 
industry crises 

Sheryl Matsuoka 
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Story Highlights 

• Sheryl Matsuoka leads recovery efforts for the Hawaii Restaurant Association. 

• The 2023 Lahaina wildfires destroyed more than 70 local restaurants. 

• The association trains nearly 2,000 students through its ProStart curriculum. 

Sheryl Matsuoka serves as the president and CEO of the Hawaii Restaurant 

Association, leading advocacy, education and workforce development for the 

state's food service and dining industry. 

Before stepping into association management, Matsuoka spent 30 years in the 

office equipment industry, speciilcally as vice president of technical support at 

Toshiba Hawaii. 

Rooted in a family of multigenerational restaurateurs, she has steered Hawaii's 

restaurant sector through pandemic shutdowns, severe storm recovery and the 

aftermath of the 2023 Lahaina wildfires. 
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